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VALUATION OF THE 


Value of real estate taxed, 
106 polls, 
175 horses, 
1 ass, 
48 oxen, 
214 cows, 
234 other neat stock, 
1126 sheep, 
26 hogs, 
8 carriages, 
Stock in public funds, 
Stock in banks, 
Money on hand or at interest, 
Stock in trade, 
3 mills, 


28 dogs, 


Total valuation, 


ASSESSMENTS. 


State tax, 
; County tax, 
Town tax, 
School tax, 


TOWN. 


$184,574 00 
10,600 00 
11,864 00 

12 00 
3434 00 
7284 00 
6432 00 — 
3374 00 

256 00 
744 00 
5500 00 
8300 00 
24.104 00 
1890 00 
1300 00 
30 00 


—— 


$269,698 00 


$620 00 
657 O7 

1 00 
700 00 


$1978 O7 


REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER. 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1883. 


0 
RECEIPTS. 


Cash in the treasury March 1, 1882, 
Savings bank tax, 
Literary fund, 
Taxes of 1880, 
Taxes of 1881, 
Taxes of 1882, 
Balance on State tax, 
Bounties returned from State, 
Cash from Streeter lot in cemetery, 
“« «2D. P. Davis, town hall window, 


“ec ee 


“« «J. W. Holden, highway tax, 


ee 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
Cash paid State tax, 
“ “County tax, 
“« -“ -on-orders, 


Cash in the treasury March 1, 1883, 


A. M. Bragg, for use of scraper, 


$ 216 66 
612 73 
34 04 

2 68 
139 58 
1991 31 
“26°77 
11 60 

5 00 

50 

6 00 

1 89 


$3048 76 


\ 
620 00 


657 O7 | 


1535 23 


» $2812, 30 


236 46 


$3048 76 


SAMUEL KING, Treasurer. ° 
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EXPENDITURES. 
TOWN OFFICERS. 


Daniel P. Davis, | 
Henry M. Elwell, +Selectmen for 1881, 
Joseph B. Russell, 


William W. Wilson, supervisor, 1881 and 1882, 
John Currier, supervisor, 1880, 1881 and 1882, 
James Willard, supervisor, 1881 and 1882, 

Jarvis C. Walker, sexton, 1881 and 1882, 

Charles F. Pierce, “ 

Mary S. Prentiss, superintending school committee, 
Thomas B. Fish, collector, 

S. L. Slader, auditor, 


Samuel King, town treasurer, 


SCHOOLS. 


District No. 1, Martin Bascom, committee, 

. feeevuuiam B. Dow, “ 

ft « 3, Ira Hiland, e 

e « 4, William P. Wilson, “ 

r “ 5, John Hanning, as 
Whitney & Eaton’s share paid Charlestown, 
Wetherbee, Angier & Lufkin’s share paid Alstead, 


Beet te 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


John Ferguson, snow bill, 
Martin Bascom, snow bill, 
Patrick Condon, snow bill, 
John Hanning, snow bill, 
John Hosmer, snow bill, 
F. H. Bundy, snow bill, 


$239 96 


$139 81 
139 81 
146 81 
147 24 
139 80 
12 40 

29 17 


$750 04 


$ 9 00 
2 55 
3 02 

60 
2 25 
1 80 


6 7 

E. H. Whitney & O. Fiske, snow bill, 16 95 
John W. Holden, snow bill, 2 16 
John Condon, snow bill, 14 70 
Daniel P. Davis, snow bill, 1 50 
Selectmen putting up snow fence on Lueas place, 4 06 
Selectmen putting in sluice on Cold River, 13 00 
H. M. Holden, breaking roads, 2 00 
M. 8. Buxton, breaking roads, 6 95 
Selectmen repairing fill at Prentiss bridge, 12 62 
D. P. Davis, building sluice near J. B. Russell’s — 3 00 
G. R. Holden, breaking roads, SS aed 
Henry Wiley, breaking roads, 3 75 
Frank R. Bates, bridge plank, 6 11 
Selectmen repairing bank wall on Cold River, 41 25 
N. C. Marvin, breaking roads, | . 4 50 
Martin Bascom, breaking roads, 5) 85 
J.S. Walker, repairing highway, 10 50 
John Currier, repairing highway and lumber, | 431 

EK. M. King, .repairing highway and snowing bridge, 
1881 and 1882, rile gia 
R. A. Lueas, breaking road, 1 80 
W. B. Dow, breaking road, : 2 40 
$195 00 

PAUPERS. 

D. P. Davis, provisions and fuel for M. J. Clark, 60 70 
Ira Holmes, support of A. Holmes, 26 50 

Sickness and death of William Condon, and support of 
family, | 173 15 
$260 35 


BOUNTY ON CROWS. 
Daniel P. Davis, cash paid for bounty, $11 60 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Daniel P. Davis, committee to re-district the town, 
William P. Wilson, sexton, 
G. H. H. Silsby & Son, blank books, 
Jerry Leech & Co., printing reports, 
_ Dr. 8. T. Smith, returning births and deaths, 
H. P. Ware, repairing scrapers, 
Nahum Wilson, care of town hall, 
Charles G. Marshall, abatement of tax, 
William Westney, damage to sheep by dogs, 
George. W. Ramsey, care of town hall, 
George W. Leach, damage to sheep by dogs, 
E. P. Fish, abatement of taxes, 
Thomas B. Fish, non-resident highway tax worked, 
Thomas B. Fish, abatement of resident highway tax, 
D. P. Davis, to work for Condon family. - 


RECAPITULATION. 


Town officers, 

Schools, 

Highways and bridges, 
Miscellaneous, 
Paupers, 

Bounties, 

State tax, 

County tax, 


ASSETS. | 
Cash in treasury March 1, 1883, 
Taxes of 1880, uncollected, 
Taxes of 1882, uncollected, 


of 
Co bo 
— =] 
oe 


be & — bo 
or 
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co 
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$239 96 
759. O04 
195 00 

73 28 
260 35 
11 60 
620 00 
657 O7 


$2812 30 


$236 46 
2 99 
74 13 


$313 58 
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INDEBTEDNESS. 
Outstanding accounts, estimated, $150 00 
Balance in favor of the town, 163 58 


ROBERT C. HUNTLEY, of 
ALMON E. CLARK, Langdon. 


Agreeable to a vote passed by the town, March 14, 1882, I 
have examined the accounts of the selectmen and treasurer, and 


find them correctly cast and properly vouched. 
es SAMUEL 8S. SLADER, Auditor. 


DANIEL P. DAVIS, Ca 


March 1, 1883. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1883. 
ee 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


Martin Bascom, Prudential Committee. 

The summer term was taught by Miss E. Corinne Holden, 
who was quite successful in this her first attempt. The children 
were in good order, the work -was thoroughly done, good feeling 
was apparent, and fair progress was made. ‘The attention which 
the little folks of the primary arithmetic class paid to each other’s 
work was quite unusual. Each one evidently thought it his 
business to do the example under consideration, whether he was 
reciting or not. This power to give attention continuously. to the 
work in hand, an excellence seldom attained by individual 
scholars and rarely by a whole class, really les at the bottom of 
successful study. If our teachers would be more exacting in this 
respect, we should have better scholarship in our schools. The 
pupils who do not read fluently and do not know the multipli- 
cation table thoroughly at the age of twelve or fourteen, are 
those who have to be waked up when their turn comes to recite, 
and who sit listlessly before their books, playing with a string or 
watching for flies, during study hours. 

Miss Tihieite A. Osgood taught the winter term, working 
patiently and faithfully as she always does. The scholars also 
worked faithfully and industriously, and, as a matter of course, 
good results followed. Last summer, this district raised.money 
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by subscription for Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, and this 
term special attention was given to learning its use. This is 
really quite a study for children who have not been accustomed 
to it, for they must become familiar with its marks and abrevia- 
tions, and, beyond this, they should be practically interested in 
the pronunciation and etymology of words, their synonyms and 
history, and, in short, all the highest and best uses of this won- 
derful book. It is possible for schools to have Unabridged Dic- 
tionaries and still be exceedingly ignorant of our language. But 
these children have made a good beginning. Singing was also 
practiced) and every pupil joined in it. Why can we not have 
more singing in our schools? We have in our midst the average 
amount, at least, of the common sort of musical talent.. 
DISTRICT NO. 2. 
Wm. B. Dow, Prudential Committee. 

This school was taught in the summer by Miss Emily A. 
Adams. There seemed to be good feeling between teacher and 
pupils, and a good degree of interest in study. No trouble arose 
and considerable progress was made. For a year or more, how- 
ever, this school has not been doing its very best. Why, it is 
difficult to tell. Perhaps some of the scholars haye been growing - 
to feel school restraints irksome. Perhaps the frequent change 
of teachers, some of whom have been inexperienced, has had 
something to do with it. But, whatever the cause, the feeling 
seemed to culminate at the beginning of the winter term, Miss 
Attie S. Marshall, who has had long and successful experience, 
being the teacher. Here again it is hard to tell what the trouble 
was, but at all events some of the boys did some things which 
they should have left undone, and the teacher, not feeling willing 
to begin a contest and thinking it would be better for all con- 
cerned if some one differently “constituted from herself occupied 
her place, resigned. Mr. M. T. Higgins of Dartmouth College 
was employed, the school reopened, the refractory scholars ~ 
mended their ways and went to work, and at the end of the term 
there appeared to be a marked change for the better. The 
advanced class in geography showed some very good work in map- 
drawing. The class beginning the primary geography, which 
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consisted of one pupil, showed unusual progress and very good 
understanding of the subject The advanced class in the history 
of the United States also appeared very well. We hope that 
next year this school will begin where it leaves off at the close of 
this year and have no more trouble of this kind. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 
I. Hrianp and G. W. Ramsry, Prudential Committee. 


The summer term was taught by Miss Sarah A. Porter, and 
was characterized by good order, obedience, and good work, as 
her schools always are. Miss P. is entitled to great credit for her 
patient, persistent, quiet thoroughness in the school room. The 
winter term was taught by Mr. Ernest Albee who was equally 
pains-taking and thorough, going to the bottom of every subject 
taken in hand. There was a pleasant atmosphere, both teacher 
_ and pupils seemed happy. Perhaps this school has more than 
its share of scholars who are not easily interested in study, but the 
teachers and many of the children have done their best through- 
out the year. The register reports money enough for another 
week left enexpended at the end of the winter term. 


DISTRICT NO, 4. 
Wa. P. Wiison, Prudential Committee. 


Miss Emma FE. Leach taught in thesummer, and Miss Mary 
A. Simpson in the winter. This school has had a very quiet 
year. The first term there was, perhaps, not quite that unanimity 
of feeling which is desirable, and the second term might have been 
two weeks longer as there was money enough, if some of the older 
pupils had not become so weary of study that the prudential com- 
mittee thought it best to close at the end of twelve weeks, but 
both teachers were faithful and diligent. The scholars were obe- 
dient throughout the year, and steady advancement was made. 
The older members of the school might show more zeal in the use 
of their advantages, but the spirit of resistance to proper author- 
ity, which was so strong in it a few years ago, seems to have dis- 
appeared. This certainly is a long step in advance. 
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DISTRICT NO. 5, 
Joun Hannina, Prudential Committee. 

Miss Mary A. Simpson taught the summer term with her 
usual good success. There was orderly behavior, a good state of 
feeling and steady progress. A new Webster’s Unabridged dic- 
tionary was purchased just at the close of this term, and now this 
school has good wall maps and a good dictionary, both of which 
are wonderful helps to the scholar, if well used. The winter term 
was kept by Miss Clara E. Thrasher of Weathersfield, Vt., who 
gained the good will of her scholars and interested them in their 
studies. The outline maps were not used in the recitation of 
geography lessons as they should have been, and the new diction- 
ary was not studied and used as it might have been, but there 
was much more to commend than to criticize; the term was a 
profitable one. This school is always obedient, we never hear of 
serious trouble here, or see much to censure either in the spirit or 
conduct of the pupils. There was noticeable, however, especially 
during the winter, a little roughness of manner which might well 
be corrected, but this is just as true of all our schools as of this 
one. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

On looking over these reports, we find that we have been 
taking some steps backward, that the work of this year has not 
been quite so satisfactory as that of last year, which was an ex- 
ceptionally good one. Some of the causes are evident. There 
has been a change of teachers every term, in every district; this 
is a great drawback. It takes a new teacher some time to learn 
the condition and needs of the scholars, hence the first weeks 
of the term must necessarily be somewhat experimental. This is 
true if the teachers are equally well qualified, but this year we 
have had an unusual number who had never taught before. Now 
an inexperienced teacher who is “apt to teach,” is much better 
than an experienced one who has not this gift, but, other things 
being equal, the experienced teacher succeeds best. 

The rupture in District No. 2, which caused the resignation 
of the teacher in the winter term, besides being a personal calam- 
ity to every boy who had a hand in it, and very unpleasant to 
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all concerned, was a bad example, a waste of valuable time ‘and 
money, and is very much to be regretted. 

It seems to me that the two districts which failed to use up 
the funds appropriated to them for the year, made a mistake. 
If it was best to raise the money, it was best to use it, unless there 
was an urgent reason to the contrary, during the current year, 
especially as the schools were going on pleasantly and success- 
fully, and the children very much need/instruction. 

But if there are some things to regret, there are also some 
other things upon which we may congratulate ourselves. Our 
schools haye, after all, made fair progress. Our school houses 
are in good condition. True, some unsightly marks upon the 
walls show careless usage and bad taste on the part of some 
scholars, but our citizens never fail to make the necessary sub- 
stantial repairs. This year, in District No. 1, a new stove has 
been put in the place of the old one which was unsafe. In No. 
2, the house has been newly shingled. 

New dictionaries have been bought in Districts No. 1 and 
No. 5, and now we have the latest, largest, and best dictionaries 
of the English language in all our schools. Very few towns can 
say this, and we may well be proud of the good sense and intel- 
ligence which our people have shown in raising so much money 
for this purpose. Later maps are still needed in some school 
houses, but they will undoubtedly come in due time. 

Our Superintendent of Public Instruction, in his last report, 
criticises the people of New Hampshire sharply for their indif- 
ference and mistaken notions in respect to their schools. He 
thinks we employ a very large number of very poorly qualified, 
and poorly paid teachers for a very few scholars; that our 
schools should be consolidated, graded, and placed under stricter 
discipline ; and that fewer and better, and better paid teachers 
should be placed over them. No doubt we deserve our full share 
of this criticism. : 

If all our scholars could be placed in one school, and a 
teacher worth all the money we raise employed, we can sce 
at once that much more and better work could be done. The 
difficulty lies in the transporting of the children over these hills, 
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and through these snows, to this one school. But the law allows 
a certain per cent of the school funds to be appropriated for this 
purpose. We certainly do pay a large sum per scholar, and it is 
equally true that the quality of our school training is not, and 
cannot be what it ought to be under our present methods. Can 
anything be done? Respectfully submitted, 
M. S. PRENTISS, 
Superintendent of Schools. 


em i i i 


moe OF HONOR 


+o) —___—__- 


The following pupils have not been absent or tardy during 
the entire year : 

Disrricr No. 1.—Edith G. Holden. 

District No. 2.—Jennie L. Hall, Edith M. Dow, Ida M. 
Dow. 

Disrricr No. 4.—Georgia B. Leach, Allie 5. Carpenter. 

Disrricr No. 5.—Etta M. Davis. 

The following pupils have not been absent or tardy during 
an entire term: 
__Disrricr No 1.—Alice E. Buxton, Allen K. Holden, Ger- 
trude E. Marshall, Charles H. Cram, Luette E. Sargent, James 
W. Bascom, Maxshall A. Currier, Charles C. Holden. 

District No. 2.—Marian P. Davidson, Ernest E. Dow. 

Disrricr No. 3.—Della C. Walker, M. Luvilla Ramsey, 
Nellie F. Fifield, Bertie W. Hiland, Harry L. Hiland. 

Districr No. 4—Hattie E. Wright, James A. Wright, 
Lewis A. Wright, Mary A. Sprague. 

Disrricr No. 5.—Eva E. Davis, Dean S. Russell, Leonard 
J. Davis, Elmer E. Davis. 

Number of children, between the ages of five and fifteen 
years, not attending any school, 7. 

Whole number of scholars between the ages of five and 
fifteen years, as reported by the selectmen, 64. 

Number of boys, 27. 

' Number of girls, 37. 
- Number of scholars in actual attendance, as reported by the 

teachers, 75. | 

Average attendance, 9.97. 

Percentage of attendance, 93. 

Aggregate length of schools in weeks, 102. 
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Algebra.....-. 
Book-keeping 
Composition. . 
History ..-:.. 
xyrammar..+ «+ 
seography -.- 
Arithmetic. -. 
Penmanship .. 
Spelling...... 
Reading...... 
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_ Wages of teachers per month, including board 


No. 1. Ne; 2, No. 3. No. 4. No. 5. 
Ist. j2nd.\Ist, |2nd.|/1st. |2nd.|/1st. |2nd./j1st. [2nd. 
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